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Compared with the former three China Discipline 
rankings, the discipline rankings of WUT has witnessed 
a substantial improvement, with the discipline of Top 
2% rising from scratch.  Meanwhile, the number of Top 
10%–20% disciplines has increased from zero to four, 
Top 20%–30% disciplines from four to six. The followings 
are the disciplines with remarkable improvements: Mate-
rial Science and Engineering, Mechanical Engineering, 
Transportation Engineering, Marxist Theory and Applied 
Economics, etc.

Since the merge of three schools in 2000, driven by 
the national construction of significant projects such as 
«State Project 211» and «985 Innovation Platform for Su-
perior Disciplines», WUT’s discipline of «Material Sci-
ence and Engineering» has witnessed a significant growth 
in disciplinary connotations presented in high-level fac-
ulty, scientific researches, cultivation of innovative talents, 
and international cooperation communications, etc. The 
discipline’s overall strength and level have been boosted in 
the past years, ranking rising from No. 22 in 2002 to No. 5 
in 2012, and further up to No. 3 in this year. Over the past 
70 years, the discipline has cultivated a large number of 
high-level talents for our national building materials and 
new materials industry with more than 100 significant 
scientific and technological achievements. It has make 
historic contributions to the development of the national 
building materials industry, promoting the Chinese build-
ing materials industry to grow steadily to take the lead in 
the world building industries now. 

State Key Laboratory of Advanced Technology 
for Materials Synthesis and Processing 
(Wuhan University of Technology)

The State Key Laboratory of Advanced Technology 
for Materials Synthesis and Processing (short for SKL) is 
a state key Laboratory in the area of advanced materials 
which was funded by the National Planning Commis-
sion and established in Wuhan University of Technology 
in 1987. The SKL is under supervision of the administra-
tion of the Ministry of Science and Technology of the 
People’s Republic of China. Professor Gu Binglin, an 
Academician of Chinese Academy of Sciences, is the di-
rector of the academic committee of SKL and Professor 
Zhengyi Fu is the current director of SKL.

SKL aims at the frontiers of world materials science 
and major national needs, builds a world-class material 
composite and preparation technology platform, and 
develops key new materials for the development of na-
tional sophisticated weapons and emerging industries 
to support national strategies; SKL produces original 
and systematic research results with international in-
fluence in transformative technology and frontier new 
materials and their intersecting fields, leading interna-
tional development in the research of a number of stra-
tegic frontier new material; SKL leads in the training 
of top-notch innovation talents in world-class disci-
plines of materials science and engineering with out-
standing scientific research, creating an international 
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collaborative innovation culture, conducting «strong-
strong» international cooperation research to enhance 
the laboratory’s international influence, attractiveness 
and cohesion.

Focusing on the overall positioning and goals, SKL 
will create and develop multi-component, multi-scale, 
multi-level composite principle and material design 
theory as important guides to build material gradient 
composite technology, in-situ composite technology, 
nano-composite technology and integrated innovation 
platform as the core support, to study advanced com-
posite materials for advanced weaponry and equip-
ment for defense, efficient energy conversion and 
storage materials for new energy technologies, nano-
composite biomaterials for life sciences, information 
functional materials for information technology and 
transformation-oriented technology. SKL has formed 
the following five distinctive research directions: gra-
dient composite technology and new materials, in-situ 
composite technology and new materials, nano-com-
posite technologies and new materials, transformative 
technologies and cutting-edge new materials, material 
composite principles and material design.

SKL employs 103 full time researchers, includ-
ing 1 academician of Chinese Academy of Sciences, 
2  academicians of Chinese Academy of Engineering, 
1 academician of Belgian Royal Academy of Sciences 
and European Academy of Sciences, 1 academician of 
World Academy of Ceramics, 12 Distinguished Foreign 
Experts, 1 973 Program Chief Scientist, 5 winners for 
Outstanding Youth Training Fund, 4 leading talents of 
National Ten Thousand People Program, 7 winners for 
Pacesetter Engineering in the New Century, 5 Cheung-
Kong Scholars, and 18 winners for the New Century 
Excellent Talents Support Plan of the Ministry of Edu-
cation. It is a spirited team of innovation and creation. 
SKL encourages young scholars to visit famous interna-
tional universities or research institutes for further im-
provement and cooperation. In recent years, the lab has 
sent more than 20 young scholars to engage in studies 
and research collaboration abroad.

SKL has accomplished win-win cooperation with 
internationally renowned research institutes such as the 
University of Michigan, the Japan Aerospace Technol-
ogy Development Agency, the Institute of Metal Mate-
rials of Tohoku University in Japan, the Material Re-
search Center of the University of Oxford in the United 

Kingdom, the Composite Materials Research Center 
of the University of California, and the National Insti-
tute of Fuel Cell Research in Canada. Based on SKL, 
the Ministry of Science and Technology has established 
the International Joint Laboratory for New Materi-
als and Compound Technologies, which is one of the 
first batches of 33 international joint laboratories in the 
China. The State Administration of Foreign Experts Af-
fairs and the Ministry of Education established the In-
novation and Intelligence Base for Material Composite 
new Technology and Advanced Functional Materials 
and Advanced Preparation Technology and Applica-
tion Engineering of new Functional Thin Film Materi-
als. SKL has established the WUT – Harvard University 
Nano Joint Laboratory, Joint Laboratory of New Energy 
Materials and Technology of Wuhan University of Tech-
nology–University of Michigan, Wuhan University of 
Technology–University of California, Davis, Multiplex 
Multi-scale New Technology Laboratory for Compos-
ite Materials, Wuhan University of Technology–Ox-
ford Advanced Composite Ceramics Laboratory Etc.. 
Relying on those important international collaborative 
research platforms, SKL has undertaken a number inter-
national cooperation projects.

With an area of 25350 m2, SKL possesses the re-
quired equipment for advanced materials synthesis and 
processing, material structure analysis, characterization 
and performance test, in total value of about 225.38 mil-
lion RMB.
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